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So thick "and deceptive is this fog about us, that we have to
discover exact sciences in order to lay hold of at least a glimmer
of the 'real' nature of things. To a simple intelligence,
this bright world will not seem in the least degree foggy.
Let him, however, once dive into the mind of a primitive and
compare his image of the world with the consciousness of
a civilized man; he will then have an inkling of the profound
twilight in which we still are.
What we know of the world, and what we are aware of
within ourselves, are conscious contents that flow from remote,
obscure sources. I do not contest the relative validity either
of the realistic view, the esse in re, or of the idealistic stand-
point, the esse in intellects solo; but I wish to unite these
extreme opposites by an esse in anima, that is, by a psycho-
logical standpoint. Our immediate life is only a world of
images.
If we take this standpoint seriously, peculiar results
develop. We find that the validity of mental facts cannot
be subjected either to the critique of cognition or to scientific
experience. We can only put the question: Is a conscious
content present or not ? If it is present, then it is valid in
itself, Natural science can only be invoked when the content
claims to be an assertion about a thing that can be met with
in external experience; the criticism of the intellect need
only be invited when an unknowable thing is posited as
knowable. Let us take an example familiar to everyone:
Natural science has never discovered a god; the critique
of cognition proves the impossibility of knowing god, but
the mind steps forward with the assertion of the experience
of god. God is a psychic fact of direct experience. If not,
there would never have been any talk of god. The fact is
valid in itself, independent of any proof and inaccessible-to
any critique of a non-psychological character. It may be the
most immediate and thus the most real experience, which
can neither be ridiculed not disproved. Only people with
a poorly developed sense of fact, or of a superstitious wrong-

